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ologioal Institute is very different. It brings, each year, a big grist of im- 
portant meteorological papers, as well as the preliminary summary of the 
Institute's activities prepared by Dr. Hellmann. In fact, over three-fourths 
of the present volume is taken up with original contributions on meteorologi- 
cal subjects. Of these, the most general interest centers around Dr. Hellmann 's 
account, which has special interest for the student of folk-lore, of the Thur- 
ingian "flood" of 1613. This "flood" was caused by a cloudburst over the 
hilly country about Weimar, and resulted in the loss of 500 lives as well as 
great loss of stock and of property. Dr. Hellmann has made a thorough study 
of all the existing writings relating to this "flood"; gives a vivid account of 
it, and reproduces, in facsimile, the title-pages of twenty-four publications 
bearing upon the disaster. Among other contributions are papers by E. 
Barkow, on the structure of the wind; by K. Langbeck, on the' storm damage 
of May 12, 1912, in Germany, and by G. Schwalbe, on the unusual cold of 
August-October, 1912. " B. DeC. Ward. 

La Grece d'aujourd'hui. Par Gaston Deschamps. 12eme edition. 408 
pp. Armand Colin, Paris, 1910. Pr. 3.50. 7x4%. 

Au Pays Russe. Par Jules Legras. 4eme edition. 362 pp. Armand 
Colin, Paris, 1910. Fr. 3.50. 7%x5. 

These two books, published in the same year and both "crowned by the 
French Academy," deserve to be reviewed jointly. They cover, geographically, 
the greatest portion of eastern Europe, and resemble one another in their 
treatment of geographical features; but in other matters each book presents 
the peculiarities, not only of the topics but of the writers themselves. In the 
far superior work of Mr. Deschamps, although devoted to solid antiquarian 
studies, the author has successfully avoided "talking shop" in his descrip- 
tions. While it is impossible to treat of Greece as a country, and of its 
people without alluding to its classic past, we are not overwhelmned with 
excessive shoveling and curiosity hunting. The mention of such meritorious 
performances appears as a natural component of the subject. Greece would 
not be Greece without its ancient remains. These remains are so interwoven 
with nature and nature is so well pictured in true colors that we feel the 
intimate connection of both. The same may be said of the descriptions of 
the population of to-day. Be it in Athens or in the country, the characteristics 
of the inhabitants appear to result naturally from the resources and lack of 
resources of their land. It is a charming book, fu,U of life well portrayed, of 
solid knowledge agreeably presented, instructive for the past and present,, 
significative for the future. 

Mr. Legras seems to be a successful newspaper correspondent compared 
with Mr. Deschamps. He writes well, in a sprightly manner, and in his 
attempts at picturing landscape displays a great fancy for colors and active 
hunting for tints. His subject is, as far as nature goes, one of great same- 
ness and monotony. The contrast of the enormous plains of Bussia with the 
varied landscape of little Greece is very strong. Mr. Legras paints that 
monotony very well, while making desperate efforts to relieve it. His prin- 
cipal object, however, is to present the life of the peasantry and the "burgh- 
ers" at home and in their intimate relations. For the higher classes he has 
only condemnation, while confessing that he does not know them at all. The 
book is inspired by personal relations with Count Tolstoy and breathes un- 
bounded admiration for him. It is very entertaining in many ways. His 
pictures of famine and of the cholera are often ghastly, but may be true. 

Ad. F. Bandelier. 

Malta and the Mediterranean Race. By B. N. Bradley. 336 pp. 
Map, ills., index. T. Fisher Unwin, London, 1912. 8s. 6d. 9x6. 
Up to a point near the end of the second third of the volume this work 
has a great, though essentially fragmentary, value. Mr. Bradley assumes the 
reader's acquaintance with preceding archseological research on Malta and its 
islets. To this he adds in careful detail the highly interesting results of his 



